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(57) ABSTRACT

A method is disclosed for extracting a data packet including
metadata and useful data from a datastream. The metadata
and useful data are stored in a first and second memory area,
with an association being maintained. A transaction number
is formed based upon a signature of the data packet. The
useful data or partially reconstructed network sessions may
be searched for at least one search term, and at least one
successful search may be recorded in the metadata. If the data
packet is currently not being processed, the associated useful
data may be read from the buffer store and a flag may be set in
the metadata which indicates that this data packet is now
being processed. If all the metadata and the useful data from
a network session have been read and the search for the search
term was successful, the network session is then recon-
structed.
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1
METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR
ANALYSING DATA PACKETS

PRIORITY STATEMENT

This application is the national phase under 35 U.S.C. §371
of PCT International Application No. PCT/EP2012/051648
which has an International filing date of Feb. 1, 2012, which
designated the United States of America and which claims
priority to Furopean patent application number EP
11001323.2 filed Feb. 17, 2011, the entire contents of each of
which are hereby incorporated herein by reference.

FIELD

At least one embodiment of the invention generally relates
to a method of analyzing data packets in packet-based com-
munications networks, the data packets comprising metadata
and useful data and preferably being transmitted in a datas-
tream as part of a network session.

BACKGROUND

An analysis of data packets in a datastream is performed in
many areas, for example in order to filter or categorize the
data with respect to their content. An analysis of the content of
individual data packets and network sessions is required par-
ticularly when monitoring datastreams. With known meth-
ods, copies are produced of the data packets that are trans-
mitted via a data line and these are either stored for later
processing, or the data packets are analyzed in real time.

However, the storage of all data packets in a datastream
requires very large and powerful data memories. In addition,
high processing power is required for the subsequent analysis
of the stored data. However, systems of this kind are usually
unsuitable for permanent monitoring, because over a longer
period of time, such a large amount of data is usually stored in
the data memory that timely analysis of this data can no
longer be ensured. Memory overflow can also occur.

Real-time capable analysis systems provide for immediate
analysis of data transmitted via the data line and are funda-
mentally suitable for permanent monitoring of data traffic,
however when using these systems, it is usually not possible
to reconstruct the entire content of a network session, because
the data packets are often transmitted twice or not in chrono-
logical order via the network. This occurs particularly in
load-balanced and redundant networks. These kinds of real-
time capable analysis systems therefore cannot guarantee
completely secure monitoring, because for example, key
words whose common occurrence in a message or a network
session is searched for, may be distributed among difterent
data packets, so that these key words are then untraceable.

SUMMARY

At least one embodiment of the invention provides a
method and/or an apparatus for analyzing data packets, and/
or the content of the useful and metadata in data packets,
which will enable permanent monitoring of the data traffic
and secure detection of the content that is to be monitored.

A method and an apparatus are disclosed. The features of
additional embodiments and advantageous further develop-
ments are specified in the sub-claims.

Initially, in terms of at least one embodiment of the inven-
tion, the data packets that are to be analyzed are extracted
from the datastream. To this end, a copy is preferably made of
each of these data packets. A signature is then generated for
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each data packet extracted. A hash function determined by a
hash code is preferably used as a signature, whereby identical
data packets display the same hash code. The data packet is
then stored in a buffer, the metadata being stored in a first
memory area and the useful data in a second memory area in
such a way that an association between the useful data and the
metadata of a data packet is maintained in the buffer store as
well. This can be realized, for example, by using so-called
pointers.

According to an example embodiment, wherein the first
memory area and the second memory area of the buffer store
are divided into segments, the useful data is assigned to the
respective metadata by way of the useful data and the meta-
data of a data packet being filed in respectively corresponding
segments of the first and second memory areas. For example,
it can be provided that the segment number relating to the first
memory area, in which the metadata are stored, corresponds
to the segment number of the second memory area in which
the useful data of this data packet are stored. If'is, of course,
also conceivable, using the segment numbers of a memory
area, to calculate the segment numbers of the other memory
area according to a predetermined calculation rule, in order to
produce, in this way, a clear relationship between the meta-
data and the useful data.

When there is a plurality of known memory elements,
which being present can be used as the basis for an embodi-
ment of the inventive buffer store, a so-called transaction
number for access to the memory will be used for the process
of'saving. With this kind of buffer store, it is expedient to use
the signature of the data packet as the transaction number. In
particular, when a plurality of processing units is provided
that performs an extraction of the data packets from the datas-
tream, the unique transaction number ensures that each data
packet is stored in the buffer only once. If there is an attempt
to register a data packet with the same transaction number a
second time, this will be prevented, for example by the logic
of'the memory element. In this way, particularly economical
use of the memory capacity is achieved because each
extracted data packet can only be stored once. This property
also enables particularly simple realization of a scalability of
an embodiment of the inventive apparatus, as will be shown
below.

In order to enable an analysis of the content of the extracted
data packets, an embodiment of the invention provides that
before or after the metadata and the useful data of the data
packet are stored, the useful data will be searched for at least
one search term. To this end it is advantageous to carry out at
least one partial reconstruction of the network session, so that
it will also be possible to use search terms beyond packet
limits. To this end, the packets of one network session will
preferably be sorted chronologically, according to their
arrival, or by sequence numbers, the data of levels 5-7 being
written according to the so-called OSI layer model in a ring
buffer, and the search then being carried out in this ring buffer.
For example, the size of the ring buffer can amount to 1600
bytes per network session if the maximum packet size in a
network session amounts to 1500 bytes.

The actual search can, be defined in particular by way of
so-called regular expressions. The success of the search in the
metadata will preferably be indicated, for example, by setting
an identifier, a so-called flag, when there is a successful
search. It can therefore already be recognized on the basis of
the metadata of the data packets of a network session, whether
the useful data has the search term. Because the metadata as
a rule take up less memory capacity, quicker access to this
data is possible in the buffer store. Useful data is preferably
also stored when the search of this useful data was not suc-
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cessful. Because the search term can also occur in another
packet of the network session, it is ensured in this way that all
data packets for the reconstruction of the network session are
available, and that the network session can therefore be fully
reconstructed.

According to an embodiment of the invention, for further
analysis of the data, the data packets of one network session
are completely reconstructed, so that the original informa-
tion, for example the content of an e-mail, a transmitted
document, or a video is once again completely available. To
this end, the metadata are first read from the buffer store using
a reconstruction module. When the data is read out, first a
check is made to determine whether an identifier has been set
in the metadata, the identifier showing whether the metadata
is being processed now. If this type of identifier has already
been set, the processing of the metadata is interrupted. If not,
the processing continues and the identifier is set. In this way,
it is ensured that when a plurality of reconstruction modules
is present, different network sessions will be generated by a
plurality of reconstruction modules in redundant processing.
The identifier therefore indicates whether a reconstruction
module is currently engaged in reconstructing the network
session that includes this data packet, and in that way again
enables a scaling of the entire system that can be realized in a
particularly simple manner.

If all metadata and useful data of a network session have
been read, and if the search for the search term was successful
in at least one of the useful data items, as can be seen for
example from the identifier in the metadata described above,
which displays the result of the search, the useful data will be
returned to its original sequence and in that way the network
session will be reconstructed.

Preferably after the reading of the last data packet of a
network session, a notation will be placed in the metadata
belonging to this network session, which is stored in the
buffer that this network session has been reconstructed and/or
the data packets of this network session have been read from
the buffer store. The memory locations concerned will then be
available once again and can be used for storing additional
data packets. In addition, with this notation, the completeness
of the reconstruction, or on the other hand a crash of a recon-
struction module, can be identified. This can be achieved by
way of the notation being deleted when there is successful
reconstruction of the network session. However, if the nota-
tion remains in place longer than a predefined period of time,
it will be concluded that the reconstruction module did not
function properly, for example due to a system crash of this
reconstruction module. Provision can then be made for this
reconstruction module to be tested and/or for this network
session to be reconstructed by another reconstruction model.

Using an embodiment of the inventive method and an
embodiment of the inventive apparatus, it is possible to ana-
lyze the data packets of one network session virtually in real
time, and if it is detected that a certain search term occurs in
a data packet, the entire network session will be made avail-
able for further processing or storage. An additional advan-
tage is the possibility of a particularly simple scaling of the
entire system. Thus, even during the operation of an embodi-
ment of the inventive apparatus, or as the case may be during
implementation of the inventive method, individual modules
can be connected or removed. For example, extraction mod-
ules that carry out the extraction of data packets from the
datastream can be added or removed. With appropriate
memory management, memory capacity can also be enlarged
or reduced, and reconstruction modules that carry out the
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reconstruction of the network sessions can be added, without
the necessity of interrupting the analysis of the datastream in
order to do so.

According to an advantageous further development of an
embodiment of the invention, an analysis of the useful data of
anetwork session is carried out in order to identify at least one
file type of a file transmitted within the network session. This
can be done for example by way of a search that is oriented on
the so-called MIME type. A file identified in this way can then
be extracted from the network session and made available for
further processing. Here, it is particularly advantageous to
store, together with the extracted data, additional data that
enables an identification of the transmitter or the recipient. In
particular, provision can be made for analysis of the meta-
information of the respective network session, which is
present in the useful data, for example in order to identify
communication patterns. This can be done independently of
the communication protocol used, on the basis of a heuristic
analysis. For example, this type of analysis can provide infor-
mation on the operating system used by the transmitter and on
any routers or firewalls present that the transmitter might have
had installed.

Itis particularly advantageous if, after the reconstruction of
the network session, there is an evaluation of the useful data
transmitted in the network session, taking into consideration
network protocols of the application layer (so-called layers 5
to 7 of the OSI layer model).

According to an example embodiment, the first memory
area and the second memory area of the buffer store are
configured as a ring buffer. On the one hand, this enables rapid
access to the individual memory segments and provides a
defined reusability of the individual segments and on the
other, it prevents the occurrence of a memory overflow.

Preferably, the assignment of the metadata stored in the
buffer to the stored useful data will take place via a unique
segment number of the respective memory area. In addition,
the buffer store is advantageously configured such that per-
mission to store data depends on the result of a check of the
transaction number used. This prevents duplicates of data
from being stored in the buffer, for example when the recipi-
ent of'a data packet has requested the packet again, or because
aplurality of extraction models is present which have read the
same data packet and now want to register it in the buffer
store.

Compared to the conventional methods and systems, an
embodiment of the invention has the advantage that the data
packets of a network session are examined virtually in real
time, and that at least in the event that a search is successful,
the entire network session will be made available.

The initially cited aim of an embodiment is also achieved,
in particular, by way of a computer program that is executable
on a device for analyzing the content of data packets of a
datastream, for example at a network node, and is pro-
grammed to implement an embodiment of the inventive
method. In this way, the computer program, through the indi-
vidual process steps, is just as much a constituent of an
embodiment of the invention as the method itself.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Additional advantageous features of the invention can be
seen in the embodiments presented and described in the fig-
ures below.

FIG. 1 illustrates FIGS. 1A and 1B, depicting a block
diagram of an apparatus suitable for implementing the inven-
tive method according to a first embodiment;
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FIG. 1A illustrates a first portion of the block diagram of
FIG. 1,

FIG. 1B illustrates a second portion of the block diagram of
FIG. 1,

FIG. 2 illustrates FIGS. 2A and 2B, depicting a block
diagram of an apparatus suitable for implementing the inven-
tive method according to a second embodiment;

FIG. 2A illustrates a first portion of the block diagram of
FIG. 2; and

FIG. 2B illustrates a second portion of the the block dia-
gram of FIG. 2.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE EXAMPLE
EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 1, including FIGS. 1A and 1B, depicts a block dia-
gram of an apparatus suitable for implementing the inventive
method according to a first embodiment. FIG. 1A illlustrates
a first portion of the block diagram of FIG. 1 and FIG. 1B
illustrates a second portion of the block diagram of FIG. 1,
according to the first embodiment.

In the block diagram shown in FIG. 1, data packets D are
represented which are transported via a data line 1. The data
packets are transmitted via the data line, for example, accord-
ing to the internet protocol (IP). The data packets D shown in
FIG. 1 represent only a small section of the data traffic typi-
cally carried via a data line 1.

An extraction model EM receives data packets extracted
from the datastream. For further processing of the data pack-
ets, the extraction model EM comprises a plurality of function
blocks EM_F1, EM_F2, EM_F3. In the first function block
EM_F1, a signature of the data packet being processed is
produced. To this end, a hash code is generated, for example,
by means of a hash function, and assigned to the data packet.
In this way, the signature allows—aside from the limits due to
the hash function—clear identification of the data packet.

In the second function block EM_F2, parts of the network
session are reconstructed and their data searched for one or a
plurality of definable characters or character strings, which
are hereafter designated as key words. To this end, the func-
tion block EM_F2 preferably works on the basis of so-called
regular expressions. The key words that are to be searched for,
or as the case may be the regular expressions, are specified for
the extraction module EM via a suitable user interface. The
results of this search are stored in the metadata. For example,
each currently designated search term, or as the case may be
regular expression, is assigned an identifier. If the search for
a search term has been successful, the identifier assigned to
this search term will be stored in the metadata. In this way, as
the analysis progresses, it can be quickly determined, by
means of the metadata of a data packet, whether certain char-
acter strings are present in the associated useful data.

In the third function module EM_F3, the data packets are
separated into the metadata MD and the useful data DU
respectively, which are then stored in a buffer store FS, which
is for example configured as a ring buffer. Here, all metadata
of'the data packets are saved in a first memory area FS_1 and
the useful data in a second memory area FS_2. In the embodi-
ment shown in FIG. 1, the storage of the metadata and the
useful data is done in the corresponding segments Sg of the
first memory area and the second memory area respectively.
One segment of the first memory area for recording the meta-
data comprises, for example, 32 bytes, and one segment of the
second memory area for recording the useful data comprises,
for example, 64 kilobytes. Advantageously, the size of the
segments is dimensioned according to the network protocol
used, so that for all anticipated protocols, storage of the useful
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data and the metadata of one data packet are possible, in each
case, in one segment. With the dimensioning referred to
above, packets can be saved according to the protocol IPV4,
for example.

According to one embodiment of the inventive apparatus,
each of the memory areas comprises approximately 5 million
segments, which produces a capacity of more than 300
gigabytes for the buffer store, if the segment size is chosen as
in the example above. Apart from the network protocols, the
size of the segments and the number of the segments depends
on other factors as well, for example the number of extraction
modules in a network that might possibly be monitored.

For the storage of the metadata and the useful data in the
buffer, a transaction number is preferably used that corre-
sponds to the signature of the data packet generated by the
extraction module EM or is at least formed from the signa-
ture. For example, for storing the metadata, the signature is
used unchanged as the transaction number, and for the storage
of'useful data, the value of the signature is incremented by the
value 1.

Furthermore, in FIG. 1 a session-reconstruction module
SFM_is shown which also comprises a plurality of function
blocks. In a first function block FSM_F1, the metadata area is
read out of the buffer. Here, these metadata are only read out
if they belong to a network session that is currently being
processed. This can be recognized on the basis of the identi-
fier present in the metadata.

In asecond function block SFM_F2 according to an advan-
tageous embodiment, a check is made to determine whether
an identifier has been set in the metadata, the identifier indi-
cating whether this data is being processed now. This is a
particular advantage when a plurality of session-reconstruc-
tion modules is present, as shown in FIG. 2 below. In this case
it can then be established whether this data packet has already
been processed by another session-reconstruction module. If
that is the case, the session-reconstruction module which has
been reading out this module will recognize that this network
session is already being processed by another session-recon-
struction module and would therefore select another data
packet, or as the case may be another network session for
processing. However, if this identifier has not been set, the
session-reconstruction module would set the corresponding
identifier and indicate that this data packet, or as the case may
be this network session is now being processed by this mod-
ule.

An analysis of the read-out metadata takes place in a func-
tion block SFM_F3. Here it can be determined, for example,
whether the identifier indicating a successful search has been
set in the metadata. If all metadata of a network session have
been read out, and the identifier has not been set in any of the
metadata, it is possible to interrupt the processing here
because it can be assumed that further analysis serves no
purpose. However, if the identifier has been set in at least one
of the metadata, the network session will be reconstructed in
a function block SFM_F4. To this end, the useful data, for
example using their sequence numbers, will be restored to
their original sequence. If the useful data has not yet been read
out of the buffer, this is now done. The useful data is then
sorted and in this way the original content of the network
session is restored. As a rule, it will be complete, however if
individual packets have been lost, the network session cannot
of course be completely reconstructed.

The network session that is comprised, for example, of a
plurality of documents and/or media data, such as video data,
for example, and music data, or other data of one data type, is
then delivered to an identification module IM_for an analysis
of the data that are now available as a network session. The
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identification module can also comprise a plurality of func-
tion blocks. For example, in a first function block IM_F1,
identification, or as the case may be decryption and storage of
all relevant information of the application layer according to
OSI level 5 to level 7 is carried out. Here there will be
preferably decryption and/or identification in a plurality of
layers. For example, in a first layer, a MIME-based data
extraction will be carried out. This takes place on the basis of
data types (for example PDF, JPEG, GIF, RTP . . . ). This
extraction is initially independent of the network protocol
used.

A heuristic data extraction can take place in a further step.
Here there is an evaluation of metadata of the network session
(not to be confused with the metadata of the data packet) in
order to identify communication patterns. This too takes
place independently of the network protocol used. In a further
step, there can be a protocol-based evaluation of the network
session data. This can be done, for example, according to the
RFC standard.

In an additional function module IM_F2, it can be provided
that faulty or interrupted network sessions are evaluated
complementarily or separately.

The data generated in the session-reconstruction module
SFM_and the identification module IM_are stored—at least
partially—in an additional data storage memory DB, which is
created, for example, in the form of a so-called data ware-
house on the basis of a document-oriented database. The data
storage memory will preferably enable efficient full-text
indexing on the basis of so-called B* trees. Additional
embodiments can provide for semi-structured data storage
and a versioning, or as the case may be, proof of change of all
data volumes.

Preferred embodiments of the database DB have a plurality
of interfaces for access to the database. These include, for
example, JSON (Java Script Object Notation) for connections
to so-called application servers. Additional interfaces can be
text-based or placed directly on the database, which for this
purpose will advantageously have a defined programming
interface. Furthermore, the database DB can have a connec-
tion to additional evaluation modules which carry out an
extended evaluation of the data, for example on the basis of a
method subsumed under the term data mining.

FIG. 2, including FIGS. 2A and 2B, depicts a block dia-
gram of an apparatus suitable for implementing the inventive
method according to a second embodiment. FIG. 2A illlus-
trates a first portion of the block diagram of FIG. 2 and FIG.
2B illustrates a second portion of the block diagram of F1G. 2,
according to the second embodiment.

FIG. 2 presents a further possible embodiment of the inven-
tion which illustrates the advantages of the invention in rela-
tion to scalability. The embodiment shown in FIG. 2 com-
prises a plurality of extraction modules EM1, EM2, EM3; a
plurality of session-reconstruction modules SFM1, SFM2;
and a plurality of identification modules IM1, IM2. The mod-
ules shown in FIG. 2 are to be understood only as examples.
Any number of each module could of course be provided.

As initially described, an embodiment of the invention
makes it possible, for example, to add individual modules,
even during the operation of an embodiment of an inventive
apparatus, or as the case may be during the implementation of
an embodiment of the inventive method, without additional
changes being required. This is achieved, among other things,
by using the signatures of the data packets, which are prefer-
ably calculated by way of a hash function, and the use of these
signatures as transaction numbers in the process of storing the
data packets in the buffer store FS.
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In the case of the embodiment shown in FIG. 2, it is pos-
sible that individual extraction modules EM1, EM2, EM3,
will extract the same data packet from the datastream. In
calculating the signature, all extraction modules use the same
hash function, generating with it the same signature. If an
extraction module tries to store a data packet, or as the case
may be the metadata and the useful data of a data packet in the
buffer, the buffer will only allow this if the transaction number
has not yet been used within a predefined time window. That,
however, is precisely the case, if this data packet has already
been registered in the buffer store by another extraction mod-
ule. The plurality of extraction modules ensures that each of
the data packets can actually be processed.

It is, in particular, possible to use extraction modules with
lower performance levels, because a data packet that is not
extracted due to a low processing speed of an extraction
module will be processed by the following module or one of
the following extraction modules. Thus, if it turns out during
the operation of an embodiment of the inventive apparatus
that the data traffic has increased, and that an adjustment to
the system’s performance is therefore required, this can sim-
ply be done by adding an additional extraction module or a
plurality of extraction modules.

A scalability of the session-reconstruction module is just as
easily possible. This is achieved by way of the mechanism
initially described above, where the session-reconstruction
module, when reading the metadata out of the buffer store,
starts by checking whether an identifier has been set there,
said identifier indicating that the network session to which
this data packet belongs has already been processed by
another session-reconstruction module.

Alternatively and/or supplementary to this, an identifier
can be stored in the metadata itself, the identifier showing that
the data packet in question is already being processed by a
session-reconstruction module. If a session-reconstruction
module detects this state, it will select a different network
session and then start reading the associated data packets
from the buffer store. If a session-reconstruction module has
read out all of the data packets of a network session, this will
also be indicated by way of an appropriate identifier in the
buffer store or by way of appropriate identifiers in the meta-
data of this network session. This prevents one and the same
network session from being processed more or less in paral-
lel, or successively by a plurality of session-reconstruction
modules. It also ensures that each network session is recon-
structed only once.

An advantageous embodiment provides that the identifier
which indicates that a network session and/or a metadata item
of a network session is currently being processed, will auto-
matically lose its validity after a predetermined time. This
ensures that a session-reconstruction module cannot block
the reconstruction of a network session, should the module
crash or be removed from the system. This ensures that even
during the operation of an embodiment of the inventive appa-
ratus, a session-reconstruction module can be removed with-
out adversely impacting the operation of the entire system.

The number of individual processing modules is deter-
mined, on the one hand, by their availability, and on the other
hand by the number of data packets to be analyzed and the
capacity of the individual module. Using an embodiment of
the inventive method it is particularly possible, for example,
to interconnect individual extraction modules with different
capacities into a single system without making additional
provisions.

An embodiment of the invention also enables active inter-
vention in the data traffic. Ifitis determined, for example, that
in a network session unwanted data is being transmitted, or
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that unwanted data is often transmitted from a certain trans-
mitter, the extraction module can be designed such that data is
not immediately copied during extraction, but rather that
these data packets are actually removed and only fed back in
after the analysis. According to another embodiment, it is
provided, in the event of detection of unallowed content
within a network session, that this session is interrupted, or
the transmission of data from one transmitter is completely
stopped.

The buffer store can be realized on the basis of a plurality
of different memory systems, such as, for example: NAS,
SAN, local hard disks, a RAM disk, or other known memory
systems. The system is also independent of the communica-
tion protocol used. For example, NFS, CIFS, FCP, SSP,
SATA, etc., can be used here.

For a data transmission based on the Internet protocol, the
session-reconstruction module can be realized for a passive
data analysis on the basis of a TCP stack optimized for this
purpose. The session-reconstruction module can be config-
ured such that an extraction and storage of all information is
done in the layers L2 to L4 of the OSI, thus for example IP,
TCP, UDP, and added to a heuristic analysis. This analysis is
dependent on the analysis of information from the application
layer (L5 to L7 of the OSI).

An embodiment of the proposed invention can be realized,
in particular, with the use of open standards, open interfaces,
and open architectures, and can be very easily integrated into
existing systems by way of the clearly defined interfaces.
With regard to security, an embodiment of the inventive sys-
tem has the advantage that it can be realized without prob-
lems, in such a way that the availability of the entire system
does not depend on the availability of an individual module.
Thus, in this system, there is no so-called single point of
failure. An additional advantage of the scalability is that dur-
ing the operation of the system, individual modules can be
updated without this impairing overall operation.

If required, a plurality of different analysis processes can
be carried out within the identification module. In addition to
the previously mentioned MIME-based analysis, by which
virtually all known file types can be recognized, it can of
course also be provided that the data transmitted in a com-
pressed form are extracted. It is particularly advantageous if
anidentification of HTMI -based data includes the possibility
of automatically reloading, for example from the Internet,
static contents which are therefore not explicitly reproduced
within a network session, in order to independently complete
the network session in this way.

The heuristic analysis can apply to the information in the
data packets and can here include a detector to recognize
manipulations to the TCP checksums, an operating system
identification, and an analysis of networks in which routers or
firewalls are used. A heuristic analysis of the useful data can
include URLS, e-mail addresses, various logon information,
and user names, SSL/TLS recognition, Skype recognition
and/or DNS queries. The heuristic analysis can of course be
adapted to the type of network session and, depending on the
type of network session detected, use additional analysis
techniques. For example, the type of chat can be recognized.
Additional information can also be inferred from this. It can
be determined in particular whether a communication is tak-
ing place with non-allowed protocols or with non-allowed
servers.

The embodiments shown in FIGS. 1 and 2 should only be
considered as examples that serve to explain embodiments of
the invention. Other embodiments that also illustrate the
invention might realize the invention in a different form. For
example, the individual function blocks inside the modules
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are to be taken as examples only. Each module can include
additional function blocks, or only part of the function blocks
shown in FIGS. 1 and 2. In addition, it can be provided that the
function blocks are not explicitly realized as such, but rather
that the module in question has only one or a plurality of the
corresponding functionalities. Furthermore, the division of
the overall functionality shown in the FIGS. 1 and 2 primarily
serves the purpose of illustration. It can of course also be
provided that the modules are further subdivided, or the func-
tionalities of a plurality of modules are at least partially inte-
grated into other modules.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method of analyzing a data packet in a datastream, the
data packet including metadata and useful data, the method
comprising:

extracting the data packet from the datastream;

assigning the data packet a unique signature;

storing the data packet in a buffer store, the metadata being

stored in a first memory area and the useful data in a
second memory area such that an association between
the useful data and the respective metadata is main-
tained;

generating a transaction number, used for executing the

respective storage operation, on the basis of the signa-
ture of the data packet;

searching, before or after the storing of the data packet, the

useful data for at least one search term, wherein at least
one successful search of the metadata is marked by
setting a search-identifier;

reading the metadata from the buffer store and reading,

upon a check indicating that the data packet including
the read metadata is not now being processed, the asso-
ciated useful data from the buffer store and setting an
identifier in the metadata stored in the buffer store, said
identifier indicating that the data packet is now being
processed; and

reconstructing, upon all metadata and useful data from a

network session being read and the search for the search
term being successful in at least one of the useful data
items, the network session by arranging the useful data
in an original order.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein, after the reading of the
last data packet in a network session, marked notation is
placed in the metadata belonging to the network session
which are saved in the buffer store to indicate that the meta-
data are being processed.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein an analysis of the useful
data of a reconstructed network session is carried out in order
to identify at least one file-type of at least one file transmitted
during the network session.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the meta-information in
the useful data of the network session is analyzed.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein an analysis of the useful
data transmitted during the network session is done taking
into account the network protocols of the application layer.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the signature of the data
packet is determined by way of a hash function.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the first memory area
and the second memory area of the buffer store are each
configured as a ring buffer.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein an assignment of the
metadata stored in the buffer store to the stored useful data is
done by way of a unique segment number of the respective
memory area.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the buffer store only
allows storage of metadata and useful data depending on the
outcome of a validation of the transaction number used.
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10. A non-transitory computer readable medium, compris-
ing a computer program, programmed to implement the
method of claim 1 when executed.

11. An apparatus for performing an analysis of a data
packet in a datastream, the data packet including metadata
and useful data and being part of a network session compris-
ing at least the data packet, the apparatus comprising:

at least one function block, configured to create a unique
signature of the data packet;

a buffer store including a first memory area and a second
memory area, wherein the buffer store is configured to
enable a storage of the metadata in the first memory area
and a storage of the useful data in a second memory area
in such a way that an association between the useful data
and the respective metadata is maintained, wherein a
transaction number, used to carry out the storage, is
formed subject to the signature of the data packet;
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atleast one function module, configured to make it possible

to carry out a search of the useful data for at least one
search term, before or after storage of the data packet in
the buffer store and configured to mark at least one
successful search in the metadata by setting a search-
identifier; and

at least one session-reconstruction module, including a

portion to read metadata from the buffer store and a
function block to check whether the metadata read is
currently being processed;

a module to set an identifier in the metadata, stored in the

buffer store, to indicate that the metadata read is now
being processed, to read all useful data of the network
session stored in the buffer store upon a search-identifier
being set in at least one data packet of the network
session and to reconstruct the useful data in an original
order.



